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5  Chatter on the Street  
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    It began with a voice mail from a building official in a western suburb, who 
in his message to the Lath and Plaster Bureau expressed some concern about 
�W�K�H���G�U�D�L�Q�D�J�H���S�O�D�Q�H���E�H�K�L�Q�G���V�W�X�F�F�R���Z�D�O�O���F�O�D�G�G�L�Q�J�V�����,�W���V�H�H�P�V���D���Q�H�Z���³�H�[�S�H�U�W�´���R�Q��
the Minnesota stucco scene contends that the effective drainage plane behind 
stucco, rests between the two layers of building paper. A further contention is 
that the double laminate single application method of installing the building 
paper is ineffective and actually may exacerbate moisture intrusion issues.   
Accordingly, the  two layers of building paper must be put on in successive 
applications before the lath and stucco.  Frankly, I was glad it was a voice-
mail, because it dumbfounded me at first.  It makes sense when you look  at it 
�J�U�D�S�K�L�F�D�O�O�\�������V�H�H���G�R�X�E�O�H���O�D�\�H�U���V�H�S�D�U�D�W�H���D�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���Q�H�[�W���S�D�J�H���������³�:�R�Z���K�H���P�D�\��
�E�H���U�L�J�K�W���´���,���W�K�R�X�J�K�W�����D�V���,���F�U�X�G�H�O�\���G�U�H�Z���W�K�H���D�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���K�R�Z���W�Z�R���V�H�S�D�U�D�W�H��
successive layers of building paper would be installed and function. Have we 
been wrong all these years? But looks can be deceiving.  We will come back 
to this illustration again at the end of this article  
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As it pertains to stucco installations, the Interna-
�W�L�R�Q�D�O���&�R�G�H�V���U�H�T�X�L�U�H���³�D���Z�D�W�H�U-resistive vapor 
permeable barrier with a performance at least 
�H�T�X�L�Y�D�O�H�Q�W���W�R���W�Z�R���O�D�\�H�U�V���R�I���*�U�D�G�H���'���S�D�S�H�U�´���R�Q��
wood-based sheathings.   

To meet the requirement, of installing two layers of Water-Resistive 
Barrier (WRB) most contractors opt for installing a double laminate 
roll  of  Grade D building paper in lieu of successive applications of 
a single roll. A new controversy brewing in residential stucco instal-
lation  now questions that practice. 


