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Where's the Drainage Plane?

It began with a voice mail from a building official in a western suburb, who
in his message to the Lath and Plaster Bureau expressed some concern about
WKH GUDLQDJH SODQH EHKLQG VWXFFR ZDOO FODGGLQJV ,W VHHP
the Minnesota stucco scene contends that the effective drainage plane behind , 1 +, 6 , 668 (
stucco, rests between the two layers of building paper. A further contention is
that the double laminate single application method of installing the building
paper is ineffective and actually may exacerbate moisture intrusion issues.
Accordingly, the two layers of building paper must be put on in successive 1 :KHUHYV WKH 'UDLQDJH 30DQH
applications before the lath and stucco. Frankly, | was glad it was a voice- 5 Chatter on the Street
mail, because it dumbfounded me at first. It makes sense when you look atdt oy x| 0GLOJ FWRUTV 6 FKR R (
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JUDSKLFDOO\ VHH GRXEOH OD\HU VHSDUDWH DSS W SDJH RZ
EH ULJKW =~ , WKRXJKW DV , FUXGHO\ GUHZ WKH DSSOLFDWLRQ RI KRZ WZR VHSL
successive layers of building paper would be installed and function. Have we
been wrong all these years? But looks can be deceiving. We will come back
to this illustration again at the end of this article
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